7R perplexity

Trump recently was quoted as saying, "couldn’t
care less" if foreign auto makers raises prices to
Americans because of Trump's tariffs.| am
interested in the phrase itself, its history,
etymology, and usage in history, other famous
uses or quotes. Also, examine the psychology of
saying the phrase --what type of person says this,
and what is their psychology behind using this
phrase
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The phrase "couldn't care less" is a widely recognized idiom used to express complete
indifference or lack of concern about something. Its history, usage, and psychological
implications are fascinating, as outlined below.

History and Etymology

e Origins: The phrase "couldn't care less" is believed to have originated in Britain in the early
20th century. The first recorded use dates back to 1929 in Cosmopolitan magazine, where it
was used to express utter disinterest. It gained broader popularity in Britain and later

crossed over to the United States after World War I, likely brought back by American
soldiers[l 121 3]

e Emergence of "could care less": By the 1960s, a variation—"could care less"—began
appearing in American English. This version is often criticized for being illogical since it
implies that the speaker still cares to some degree. Linguists suggest that it might have



originated as a sarcastic or ironic expression, similar to other Yiddish-influenced phrases like
"I should be so lucky!" 41 5],

Usage in History

The phrase has been used broadly in both formal and informal contexts to convey apathy. For
example:

¢ In literature, it has appeared as a way for characters to dismiss concerns or trivialize
matters.

¢ Public figures, including politicians like Donald Trump, use it rhetorically to emphasize their
indifference toward criticism or consequences.

The variant "could care less," despite its logical inconsistency, has gained traction in American
English due to its colloquial tone and widespread oral usagem@.

Famous Uses or Quotes

While there are no specific historical figures tied to the coining of the phrase, it has been
referenced humorously by comedians like David Mitchell and John Cleese, who criticize the
Americanized "could care less" for its illogical structurel4l 31 Additionally, Steven Pinker has
noted that "could care less" may reflect youthful sarcasm or linguistic evolution rather than
ignorancelll.

Psychological Implications

The psychology behind using "couldn't care less" reveals much about the speaker:

e Emotional Detachment: The phrase is often used by individuals who want to project
emotional distance or indifference. It signals that the topic at hand holds no significance for
them.

o Defensiveness: In some cases, saying "couldn't care less" can be a defensive mechanism.
It allows the speaker to downplay criticism or avoid vulnerability by feigning apathy.

e Sarcasm and Irony: The variant "could care less" may reflect sarcasm or irony, particularly
among younger speakers or those using humor to mask their true feelingsl 151

e Personality Traits: People who frequently use such dismissive language might exhibit traits
of assertiveness, self-confidence, or even arrogance. They may also prioritize their own
opinions over external validation.

Comparison of Variants

Phrase Meaning Usage Context Psychological Tone
Couldn't care Absolute indifference (cares . Clear apathy or
Formal and informal
less 0%) detachment
Implies some level of care Informal; sarcastic or Playful indifference or

Could care less . . .
(illogical) ironic humor



Conclusion

The phrase "couldn't care less" has evolved from a British idiom into a common expression of
apathy worldwide. Its Americanized counterpart, "could care less," reflects linguistic shifts
influenced by sarcasm and informality. Psychologically, these phrases allow speakers to assert
detachment while sometimes masking deeper emotions like defensiveness or humor.
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